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During his stay in the Castle of Copenhagen,
Bothwell composed a detailed memoir for the pur-
1568. pose of justifying to the King and the Danish
Council his complaint of the restraint by which it
was now forbidden him, on the part of the other
princes and lords, to operate for the deliverance of
the Scottish Queen; and " in order that the King
and his Council might better and more clearly know
the malice and treasons of his accusers, he had, as
concisely as it was possible for him, comprehensively
and truthfully explained the causes of the disturb-
ances and movements that had taken place, of which
they themselves were alone the special instruments
and sources from the year 1559 until this present
day."l This account, which is written not without
a certain ability, has very often been made use of
in the foregoing narrative, though only with great
caution, since in it Bothwell not merely clears him-
self* of all share in Damley's death, but even entirely
passes over such plain facts as the surprise of the
Queen at Almond Bridge and her abduction to Dun-
bar. In concluding this account on the 5th of Janu-
ary 1568, in the Castle of Copenhagen,2 Bothwell
not only affirmed that he came with authority both
from the Queen's friends and also from Mary her-
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